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NEWS RELEASE

November 2, 1990
MANSFIELD CENTER DIRECTOR TO LEAVE POST,
RETURN TO FULL-TIME TEACHING AT UM
MISSOULA —
Paul Lauren, director of the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center
at The University of Montana, announced today he will leave that
position at the end of this academic year to resume his career as a
professor of history at UM.
"It has been a wonderfully exciting and challenging assignment,"
Lauren said, "and I am extremely grateful for the experiences that it
provided.

It is rare for a faculty member to be invited to try to

bring a dream into reality and to create a program that never existed
before.
"In my heart and soul, however,

I am a teacher and a scholar,

and I wish to return to the classroom.

I wish to spend more time

with my family and with my students and faculty colleagues."
A UM faculty member since 1974, Lauren has been closely involved
with the Mansfield Center for a dozen years, helping with the long
planning process before becoming the new center's director in 1985.
He said he took the job with the understanding the assignment would
last five years, but agreed to stay an additional year to give the
university time to find a successor.

A nationwide search is planned.

"Paul Lauren has been superb as the first director of the
Mansfield Center," UM Provost Don Habbe said.
-more-

"He has built a solid
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foundation for his successor, but we recognize he will be verydifficult to replace."
UM President George Dennison said Lauren exemplifies Mike
Mansfield's "tradition of extraordinary accomplishment and service.
Because of his dedication and responsible stewardship, the Mansfield
Center ... has attained international renown and contributed
significantly to the benefit of the people and state of Montana."
History department Chairman William Farr said Lauren's decision
to return to full-time teaching rather than "continuing up the
administrative escalator" indicates his deep commitment as an
educator and scholar.
"Paul practices the historical craft at its highest level.
We're absolutely delighted that he will be coming back," Farr said,
adding "actually, he never left.

He has continued to participate

fully in the department on top of his other duties."
During his five years as Mansfield Center director, Lauren has
continued to teach one course per year on various aspects of
diplomatic history and international relations.
Under Lauren's leadership, the Mansfield Center introduced
courses in ethics and public affairs,

launched academic exchange

programs in China and Japan, raised funds for program endowments and
established an annual Mansfield Conference that has drawn such
internationally famous speakers as former President Jimmy Carter and
consumer advocate Ralph Nader.
Lauren holds master's and doctoral degrees in history and
-more-
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political science from Stanford University.
books and received many awards and honors,
Inspirational Faculty Member Award in 1985.
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Specialized western, dailies. Pix
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He has published five
including UM's Most

